
Can metal cable trays be used for cable
ducts 

Article Overview

No, metal cable trays are not considered cable ducts; they are open support systems, whereas cable ducts are

enclosed protective channels.

Key Differences Between Cable Trays and Cable Ducts

Cable Trays: Metal cable trays are rigid, open frameworks designed to support and organize insulated

electrical cables. They allow for easy access, inspection, and modification of cables, and their open design

facilitates ventilation to prevent overheating. Metal trays, often made of steel or aluminum, provide

mechanical strength but do not fully enclose the cables, leaving them exposed on the sides and bottom. They

are commonly used in industrial plants, data centers, and commercial buildings where large bundles of cables

need support and flexibility . Cable Ducts: Cable ducts, also called conduits or raceways, are fully enclosed

channels that protect cables from physical damage, moisture, dust, and chemicals. They can be made from

metal, PVC, or flexible materials and are designed to conceal cables while providing superior environmental

protection. Ducts are ideal for harsh environments, underground installations, or areas where cables must be

hidden or require additional safeguarding .

Summary

While both systems manage and route electrical cables, metal cable trays are not cable ducts because they are

open and primarily provide support rather than full enclosure. Cable ducts, in contrast, are enclosed and focus

on protecting cables from external hazards. Choosing between the two depends on the installation

environment, the level of protection required, and accessibility needs .

The metal in cable trays may be used as the EGC as per the limitations of table 392.60 (A). All metallic cable

trays

After determining the routing of the cabling, a network cabling project initially needs to consider the laying of

cable trays, which can

Solid Bottom Cable Tray Cables that are delicate or brittle can be supported securely and steadily by solid

It serves as an open, elevated raceway that keeps cables off the floor, protecting them from

Confused about cable duct vs. cable tray? We break down the differences in material, use, and cost to help you

Page 1/2



Can metal cable trays be used for cable
ducts 

Wire Duct, Raceway &amp; Tray Protect your employees and equipment from harm by using wire ducts,

raceways and trays for cable

This definitive guide to underground electrical cable ducting, answers all FAQ: why is it important, what

types, how to

Cable troughs are convenient systems for providing safe, secure and practical management of electrical

Tray Installations The placement of cables, ducts, and conduits can be done using cable trays - for both outside

plant (OSP) and

A cable tray is a structural system used to support and manage electrical cables in various settings, such as

industrial, commercial,

Conclusion Underground cable ducts play a pivotal role in modern infrastructure, ensuring

Choosing between open cable tray and enclosed wireway/duct affects heat dissipation,

A cable tray is a rigid cover--usually in the form of an open or closed channel--designed for guiding and

protecting

Cable tray systems are alternatives to wire ways and electrical conduit, which completely enclose cables.

Ensure safe, organized, and efficient cable management with E-Line TLS Wire Mesh Cable Trays. Choose

The following details can be used to help prevent the effects of earthquakes on: Mechanical Systems Piping

Ductwork Suspended
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