
Dimensions of the cable tray

Article Overview

Standard cable tray dimensions typically range from 50mm to 900mm in width, 25mm to 150mm in height,

and 3 meters in length, with material thickness varying by load requirements.

Standard Widths

Cable tray widths are primarily determined by the number and size of cables to be installed. Common nominal

widths include 50mm, 100mm, 200mm, 300mm, 450mm, and up to 900mm for large industrial applications.

The listed width refers to the inside usable width, while the outside width is slightly larger due to side rail

thickness, which is important for wall or floor penetrations .

Tray Depth (Height)

The depth, often called side rail height, controls vertical stacking capacity and affects heat dissipation.

Standard heights range from 25mm to 150mm, depending on cable volume and ventilation requirements.

Adequate depth ensures cables remain secure and prevents overheating .

Tray Length

Most cable trays are manufactured in 3-meter (10-foot) segments, which balances ease of transport and

installation. This length is standard across most manufacturers and allows for modular assembly in long runs .

Material Thickness

The thickness of the tray depends on the material and load-bearing requirements. For example, galvanized

steel trays must meet ASTM A653 standards for corrosion resistance, and heavy-duty trays often require

2.5mm or more thickness with reinforced side rails to support maximum cable loads .

Sizing Considerations

o Cable fill ratio: NEC recommends 40% for power cables and 50% for control cables to ensure proper

ventilation and prevent overheating .

o Future expansion: It is common to add 25% spare capacity to accommodate additional cables later .

o Horizontal vs. vertical trays: Horizontal trays may require wider bases, while vertical trays may need higher

sidewalls for secure cable placement .

Summary

Page 1/3



Dimensions of the cable tray

When selecting cable tray dimensions, consider width, depth, length, material thickness, cable type, and future

expansion. Proper sizing ensures safety, compliance with NEC and IEC standards, effective heat dissipation,

and structural reliability .

Cable trays are essential for organizing and supporting electrical and communication

Many electrical systems employ cable trays. They route cables safely &amp; efficiently. NEC defines

minimum cable tray

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers

and installers has been

This guide explains how to determine what size cable tray you need based on engineering principles such as

cable type, fill ratio,

The cable ampacity installed in solid tray will be similar to cable installed without spacing in accordance with

CEC Rule 12-1210 (3).

Explore standard sizes by tray type, understand width and depth limits, and see how to

How to design cable tray? Most projects are roughly defined at the start of cable tray design. For projects that

are not

To make selecting the right size easier, we''ve put together a quick reference table outlining the standard

dimensions

This document contains calculations to determine the appropriate size of cable trays between an LV room and

electrical room based

Selecting the appropriate electrical cable tray dimensions is a critical decision that directly impacts the safety,

Eaton

Learn how to calculate the perfect cable tray size and dimensions for your electrical project.

Perforated &amp; Solid Cable Tray Dimensional Drawing - Tray Height 25mm Outside Flange (B) 50 8 x 20

typ. 75

Cable tray layout, showing cable tray route to scale, with relationship between the tray and adjacent structural,
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electrical, and

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the loads associated with future

cable additions and

Explore various cable tray types and sizes for electrical installations. Learn about ladder, perforated,

solid-bottom, wire mesh, and
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