
Fiber Optic Cable Strain Test

Article Overview

Fiber optic cable strain testing evaluates the cable's tensile strength and elongation under load to ensure

reliability during installation and operation.

Purpose of Strain Testing

Strain testing, also known as tensile testing, measures how a fiber optic cable responds to axial forces,

simulating the stresses experienced during installation, aerial deployment, or long-term operation. The test

ensures that the cable can withstand pulling forces without breaking or causing excessive signal attenuation,

which is critical for maintaining network performance and durability .

Standards and Methodology

The IEC 60794-1-21 standard defines the procedures for mechanical testing of optical cables, including tensile

performance (Method E1). Tests are typically non-destructive and require a minimum cable length of 50

meters under tension, or 25 meters for specialized cables like OPGW or ADSS . The test setup includes:

o Clamping devices to secure cable ends without affecting results.

o Sheaves or mandrels with diameters no smaller than the cable's minimum bending radius, usually around 1

meter.

o Load or elongation measurement systems to monitor cable response under tension. The test can be static

(constant load) or dynamic (varying load) to simulate real-world conditions .

Key Parameters

o Tensile Strength: Maximum pulling force the cable can withstand before failure, often measured in pounds

per square inch (psi) or Newtons per square meter (N/m2). Standard commercial fibers are proof-tested to 50

kpsi or 100 kpsi, with most fibers exceeding 300 kpsi over 1 km lengths .

o Strain Levels: Installation and operational strains are typically kept below 0.2% to minimize the risk of fiber

breakage. Short-term installation strains may reach 0.35-0.50%, while long-term deployment strains are lower,

around 0.20-0.30% .

o Elongation and Attenuation: The test monitors fiber elongation and any increase in optical attenuation under

load, ensuring signal integrity is maintained .

Equipment Used

o Tensile Testing Machines: Calibrated devices that apply controlled axial loads.

o Optical Loss Test Sets (OLTS) and OTDRs: Measure attenuation changes during strain testing.
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o Mandrels and Sheaves: Ensure proper bending radius and prevent localized stress.

Practical Considerations

o Cable Design: Strength members (fiberglass rods, steel wires) and coatings influence tensile performance.

o Environmental Factors: Temperature, humidity, and UV exposure can affect cable strain tolerance and

long-term reliability .

o Installation Guidelines: Respecting maximum pulling tension and minimum bend radius prevents damage

and maintains optical performance.

Conclusion

Fiber optic cable strain testing is essential for verifying mechanical durability and network reliability. By

following IEC 60794 standards and using proper equipment, technicians can ensure that cables withstand

installation stresses and long-term operational loads without compromising signal quality or structural

integrity .

1. What is proof-testing? Proof testing is a common technique to ensure minimum strength of optical fiber and

eliminate the flaws

Sensitivity and Performance Characterization of Fiber Optic Cables for Near-Static Strain Sensing

Applications Michel LeBlanc, Ph.D.

Fiber optic strain sensors typically function by interpreting changes in light properties as strain is applied.

This document provides guidelines on the mechanical reliability of optical fiber cable manufactured by

Prysmian Group. We describe

Fiber Optic Testing Testing is used to evaluate the performance of fiber optic components, cable plants and

systems. As the

Measured strain verses applied shear displacement for a standard optical fiber cable (left) and the developed

hybrid fiber optic cable

Using fiber optics as a tool for different kinds of geotechnical monitoring can be highly

Background. The expected reliability of optical fiber (lifetime or failure rate) may be reduced by exposure to

strain that
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This document provides an overview of fiber optic cable testing methods according to IEC 60794-1-2

standards, including tensile

The achievement of real-time visualization for geological conditions is also highly challenging (Ni et al.,

2018).

The distributed fiber optic strain sensing (DFOSS) technology enables the measurement of strain distribution

in soil

The strain coefficient of an optical fibre sensing cable is a critical parameter for a distributed optical fibre

sensing

3 Method E1: Tensile performance3.1 ObjectThis test method applies to optical fibre cables which are tested

at a

TESTRON TT-OFT Optical Fiber Cable Tensile Testing Machine designed for precise testing of optical fiber

cables under tensile and

Laboratory scale testing demonstrates the ability of the hybrid fiber optic cable to measure strains across

highly

We measured the spatial distribution of tensile strain in the optical fiber cable along the cable axis after

applying the
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