
Horizontal Installation Method for Tubular
Busbars

Article Overview

Horizontal tubular busbars should be installed with proper support, alignment, and fittings to ensure safe,

efficient, and mechanically stable power distribution.

Material Selection

Tubular busbars are typically made from aluminium for new installations or copper for extensions to existing

systems. Aluminium is preferred for its lightweight and corrosion resistance, while copper is used where

continuity with existing copper arrangements is required ( ). The choice of material affects current-carrying

capacity, mechanical strength, and compatibility with fittings.

Support Structures and Insulators

Horizontal busbars must be mounted on support insulators and longitudinal stays to maintain alignment and

prevent sagging. The spacing of supports is critical for mechanical stability and short-circuit strength.

Standard busbar spacing is often 60 mm center-to-center, though 40 mm, 100 mm, and 185 mm systems are

also used depending on design requirements ( ). Insulators should be rated for the system voltage and

environmental conditions.

Fittings and Connections

All fittings, clamps, and connectors should be designed to avoid deformation of the tubular conductor. Fixed

fittings typically require two complete clamps for mechanical stability, while sliding fittings use clamps

according to current rating ( ). Special attention is needed for aluminium-to-copper connections to prevent

electrochemical corrosion. Fittings must comply with relevant standards such as ENA TS 41-11 for aluminium

and ENA TS 41-16 for copper.

Electrical Considerations

o Ensure the busbar cross-section meets the current-carrying requirements, taking into account continuous

current, short-circuit currents, and temperature rise ( ).

o Centralized infeed and symmetrical load distribution along the busbar length improve efficiency and reduce

hotspots.

o Proper insulation materials (e.g., epoxy-glass, heat-shrink tubing) can enhance safety, reduce inductance,

and prevent accidental contact ( ).

Installation Best Practices
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o Verify alignment and spacing before securing busbars to supports.

o Use torque-controlled tools for clamps to avoid over-tightening or deformation.

o Ensure all connections are clean and free from oxidation.

o Follow manufacturer guidelines for current rating, mechanical support, and environmental conditions.

o Conduct a final inspection to confirm mechanical stability, electrical continuity, and compliance with

standards ( ).

Safety and Standards Compliance

Horizontal tubular busbar installations must comply with BS EN 61936-1 for high-voltage power installations

and relevant national or international standards. Consider wind loading, short-circuit forces, and ambient

temperature when designing support spacing and conductor size ( ). By following these guidelines, horizontal

tubular busbars can be installed safely, ensuring reliable power distribution and long-term mechanical and

electrical performance.

The document discusses the advantages of using aluminum tubular busbars rather than stranded conductors for

high voltage

Impedance In the design of laminated bus bars, you should consider maintaining the impedance at the lowest

possible level. This will

Busbars are used to inter-connect plant and equipment within a substation compound area as detailed in BS

EN 61936-1 - Power

Busbars are used within electrical installations for distributing power from a supply point to a number of

output circuits. They may be

Get answers for advantages and common uses for electric busbars, types of busbars, and how simulation

1. Scope This document specifies the methods and requirements for busbar fabrication and assembly. This

document

Install horizontal busbars &amp; vertical busbar riser including its supports in accordance with the approved

specification, manufacturer''s

A detailed installation notice (Instruction Manual ref. 296862-1) is deliv-ered along with our connectors. This

manual is providing all
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Are you aware that improper installation of busbars can lead to costly and dangerous electrical failures? This

article

In this case, bus bar configuration might be low in profile, thereby changing the orientation of the bus

structure and the airflow. Bus

This procedure defines the methods to be adopted for the installation of Busbar System. Document ensures

that the

Horizontal installation Housing in flat position, conductor upright position or Housing in upright position,

conductor flat position

The document provides a checklist for quality defect elimination and installation of busbars and sleeves. It

lists 27

Explore the comprehensive guide to PV Solar Combiner Boxes: Learn about types,

This electrical method statement covers the installation of bus bar electrical assemblies.

This Video will guide you in steps for how-to install the horizontal Busbar at Any Height for

Web: https://kremgroup.co.za
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