
How long should a fiber optic patch cord
be stripped 

Article Overview

A fiber optic patch cord is typically stripped to expose about 1 to 2 inches (25-50 mm) of the fiber for

connector termination, depending on the connector type.

Standard Stripping Guidelines

The exact length of fiber to strip depends on the connector type and the termination method:

o LC, SC, and ST connectors: Usually require stripping about 1 to 1.5 inches (25-38 mm) of the outer jacket to

expose the buffered fiber for proper insertion into the ferrule and adhesive application.

o MTP/MPO connectors: Often require slightly longer stripping, around 1.5 to 2 inches (38-50 mm), to

accommodate multiple fibers and alignment within the connector housing.

o Buffer and coating removal: After stripping the outer jacket, the primary buffer coating (typically 900 um) is

removed to expose the bare glass fiber, usually leaving about 10-15 mm of bare fiber for polishing or cleaving.

Best Practices

o Avoid over-stripping: Exposing too much fiber increases the risk of breakage and contamination, which can

lead to signal loss or connector damage.

o Use proper tools: Fiber strippers designed for the specific fiber diameter (250 um or 900 um) ensure clean,

precise stripping without nicking the glass.

o Clean thoroughly: After stripping, clean the fiber with lint-free wipes and isopropyl alcohol to remove debris

and prevent insertion loss.

o Follow manufacturer specifications: Each connector type may have slightly different requirements for jacket

and buffer stripping lengths, so always consult the connector datasheet.

Summary

For most single-mode and multimode patch cords, stripping 1-2 inches of the outer jacket and leaving 10-15

mm of bare fiber is standard practice. Proper stripping ensures reliable connector termination, minimizes

insertion loss, and maintains long-term network performance .

Introduction: Stripping and preparing fibre optic cables for termination is a critical step in the installation and
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While a cut or damaged fiber optic cable can temporarily take your network down, it is possible to quickly fix

the cable

Learn the best practices for installing fiber optic cable, from patch cords to bulk distribution

Marcel Buijs, EMEA Business Development, Technical Sales, Fiber Optic Center, Inc. with over twenty five

years in the photonics

Fiber patch cables can be used with many network devices, such as optical transceiver modules, fiber adapter

panels,

Learn how to choose the right fiber patch cord length for your network setup. Compare standard vs custom

patch

The minimum fiber patch cable length is 1 m for both single-mode and polarization-maintaining fibers. Since

there can be issues with

Tools And Materials Needed Safety Glasses ST patch cord Fiber Optic stripper Test equipment: VFL and

OLTS, reference test

In this informative guide, we''ll walk you through the step-by-step process of stripping and preparing fibre

optic cable

Explore the optimal cable length for data transmission, cable length limitations, and patch cable length

selection.

Learn how cable stripping and curing affect fiber cord quality. Discover best practices for precise stripping,

epoxy

Learn how to terminate fiber optic cable with connectors and splicing. Discover tools,

A Guide to Patch Cord Management for Fiber Optic Solutions Did you know that managing

The cladding has certainly not been stripped. While we have proof that you don''t strip the cladding on optical

fiber to prepare it for

Patch cable lengths should be controlled with a surplus of no more than 500mm. Never use patch cables that

are too
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