
How to cover the large electrical
distribution box 

Article Overview

You can cover a large electrical distribution box safely and stylishly using removable panels, hinged artwork,

sliding covers, or natural landscaping, while maintaining required clearance for access.

Safety First

Before covering any electrical panel, ensure compliance with the National Electric Code (NEC) and local

regulations. The NEC requires a minimum working space of 30 inches wide and 36 inches deep in front of the

panel, extending vertically to 6.5 feet, to allow safe access during maintenance or emergencies. Any cover

must be easily removable without tools and should not obstruct ventilation or create fire hazards. Avoid highly

flammable materials like thick fabrics or cardboard directly over the panel .

Indoor Covering Options

o Hinged Artwork or Picture Frames: Mount a framed canvas or decorative picture on piano hinges so it

swings open like a cabinet door, providing instant access to the panel .

o Sliding Panels: Use lightweight wooden or metal panels on thin tracks above and below the box. Ensure the

panel glides easily and does not block the breaker door .

o Decorative Screens or Curtains: Place a folding screen or lightweight flame-resistant curtain in front of the

panel, keeping it movable and non-permanent .

o Wall Hangings or Pegboards: A pegboard or textile wall hanging can disguise the panel while adding

storage or decorative appeal, as long as it does not interfere with access .

o Custom Enclosures: Build a shallow cabinet or box around the panel that maintains the required clearance

and allows the door to open fully .

Outdoor Covering Options

o Strategic Planting: Use medium-sized evergreen shrubs like boxwood, holly, or arborvitae, positioned 3-4

feet from the box to allow maintenance access. Layered plantings with taller shrubs behind shorter

groundcover create visual depth .

o Custom Planter Boxes: Portable planters can screen the box while remaining movable for utility access .

o Decorative Camouflage: Consider faux boulders, birdhouses, or other landscape features that blend with the

environment but do not block the panel door .

Practical Tips

o Always measure the panel and clearance before designing a cover.

o Ensure the cover opens fully to access all breakers.

o Use non-combustible or flame-resistant materials.
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o For large panels, consider modular or multi-panel covers that can be removed in sections for easier access.

o Consult a licensed electrician if unsure about code compliance or safety concerns. By combining creativity

with safety, you can transform a large electrical distribution box from an eyesore into a visually appealing

element of your space while ensuring it remains fully functional and accessible .

Don''t let an ugly gray metal electrical panel ruin your decor! Check out these creative solutions for covering

one in

If you have an eyesore of an electrical box that you''re tired of looking at, just know there are a few simple and

budget

Hide those ugly utility boxes on your house with this gorgeous wood screen DIY utility box

Learn effective ways to cover your electrical panel with options that enhance your home''s

Circuit breaker boxes are often unpleasant to look at and costly to move. Fortunately, you can decorate over

the box

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert

tips for a

We have unattractive electrical boxes on the back of our house. We build a simple sliding

Electrical box covers protect wiring connections. View options for a clean finished appearance and well

organized professional

Once you''ve confirmed that your cover is up to code, you can start exploring different ideas to cover your

electrical

Find out my simple and CHEAP way to cover up an ugly electrical panel! This may be the

I had a client ask me to come up with something to hide the 2 electrical panels they have

Are you looking to hide an electrical panel in your home? Find tons of ideas on what to use

Organize wiring with electrical boxes and covers from Menards. Durable enclosures for safety and code

compliance.
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Not all electrical boxes are created equal. So make sure you measure yours and not use

The key is to use a covering that can be removed without tools or by simply using a common household tool

like a

Can you cover a circuit breaker box? Yes, you absolutely can cover a circuit breaker box, but safety must

always
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