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Article Overview

It is generally recommended to install the electrical distribution box before plastering so that it can be properly
aligned and wired during the first-fix stage.

Timing and Positioning

Installing the distribution box before plastering allows the plasterer to finish the wall around the box, ensuring
the front of the box sits flush with the final wall surface. Typically, the box should be mounted at the standard
height of about 1.5 meters from the floor for residential installations, in a dry, accessible location with
adequate ventilation . For industrial or outdoor setups, adjust the height and ensure proper waterproofing and
protection according to IP or NEMA ratings.

Depth Considerations

When installing before plastering, you do not need to leave extra space for plaster thickness. The plasterer will
apply the base coat and skim coat up to the front edge of the box, so the faceplate of switches or sockets will
sit flush without requiring longer screws. If the plaster is particularly thick, confirm with the plasterer to avoid
the box being recessed too deeply.

Coordination with Electricians and Plasterers

o First-fix wiring: The electrician should install the box and run all necessary cables before plastering begins .
o Plastering: The plasterer can mark the inside edges of the box while the plaster is wet to prevent plaster from
filling the box and to ensure aclean finish .

o Protection: Consider using protective inserts or covers to prevent plaster from entering the box during wall
finishing .

Safety and Compliance

Ensure the box is properly grounded, and all wiring follows local electrical codes. Use certified components
and maintain clear space around the box for ventilation and future maintenance . Label circuits clearly and
leave room for potential upgrades.

Summary

Installing the distribution box before plastering is the preferred method. It ensures proper alignment, allows
first-fix wiring, and avoids the need to chase walls after plastering. Coordination with the plasterer and
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electrician is essential to achieve aflush, safe, and compliant installation.

Just a quick question for the plasterers out there... I"m currently plasterboarding a room out which | plan to
have skim

The plasterer will plaster up to the front edge of the box so your socket outlets/switches are able to sit flush
against

A comprehensive guide to installing electrical boxes safely. Learn selection criteria and mounting techniques
for new

Anonymous user It depends on the clearance you gave behind the plasterboard for services such as electrical
wiring.

When the plasterer coversthe wall, | would ask him to run around the insides of your back boxes with a pencil
while

It is a serial cupboard. You mean it was a cupboard when you fitted it and it has been a cupboard every year
since?

Installing a electrical mounting box There are different types of mounting boxes available - plastic surface
mounting boxes, inset

Thisincludes wiring, socket back boxes, consumer units etc. Second fix electrics such as socket faces, lights,

Before starting the installation, finding a proper place for putting the distribution box is crucial, because it
largely

In thisvideo | show how to fit an electrical dry lining box into plasterboard/drywall. |
One important step is covering electric boxes with tape before plastering or painting. This

Installing Dry Lining or Plasterboard Back Boxes Learn all about installing dry lining back boxes for electrical
socketsinto

A plasterer told me awhe ago that He was going g After the electrician but my question isif you install boxes
now.
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We hope you understand when an electrician is being made: before or after plastering. We, in turn, described
the pros and cons of

Personally I"ve never found it necessary to prime with PVA, but certainly squirt water to damp the chase well
before

I"ve built a garden room and 1"m about to install plasterboards ready for a plasterer to do the actual plastering,
however 1"m getting
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