
Metal cable trays and exposed cable
ducts

Article Overview

Metal cable trays are not considered part of cable ducts; they are distinct cable management systems with

different designs and applications.

Key Differences Between Cable Trays and Cable Ducts

Cable trays are open support systems designed to hold and organize large bundles of electrical or data cables.

They are typically made from steel (galvanized or stainless), aluminum, or fiberglass and are used in industrial

plants, commercial buildings, and data centers where high cable volume, accessibility, and ventilation are

important . Their open design allows for easy installation, inspection, and modification of cables, and they

come in various types such as ladder trays, perforated trays, wire mesh trays, and solid-bottom trays . Cable

ducts, on the other hand, are enclosed channels designed to protect cables from dust, moisture, and physical

damage. They are often made from PVC, aluminum, or steel and are commonly used in homes, offices, or

areas requiring a discreet and secure cable pathway . Ducts provide full enclosure, which limits ventilation but

offers superior protection compared to trays.

Why Metal Cable Trays Are Not Cable Ducts

o Design: Cable trays are open structures, whereas cable ducts are fully enclosed .

o Function: Trays support and organize large quantities of cables with easy access, while ducts primarily

protect smaller cable bundles from environmental hazards .

o Material and Load Capacity: Metal trays are built to handle heavier loads and industrial conditions, unlike

most cable ducts which are lighter and intended for smaller installations . In summary, metal cable trays

belong to the category of cable support systems, not cable ducts. While both serve to manage and route cables,

their design, purpose, and applications are distinct, making them complementary but separate components in

cable management .

Cableways The term cableways refers to conductors and/or cables together with the means

Wiring ducts are rigid trays typically used as raceways for cables and wires within electrical enclosures.

Armorduct Systems are a UK manufacturer of steel cable management systems including cable trunking, tray,

basket, floor boxes,

Metal cable tray systems must therefore be robust enough to handle industrial demands yet subtle enough for
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Discover high-quality cable containment solutions at Direct Channel. Our range includes cable trays,

Choose from our selection of wire trays, including over 850 products in a wide range of styles and sizes. Same

and Next Day Delivery.

Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in accordance with the

rules of Canadian

Cable ducts, also known as cable trays or trunking, are enclosed channels designed to house and protect

electrical cables. They

Build a cable management system with Cablofil wire mesh cable tray, ladder cable tray, prefab assemblies for

branch circuit wiring,

As mentioned, it is also most cost and time-intensive to draw cables through conduit.

Where a cable tray wiring system containing Type ITC cables will be exposed to any significant amount of hot

metal splatter from

Our Cable Tray Systems and cable management trays offer high quality steel and galvanised steel

ABB designs and manufactures cable tray systems, including perforated tray, cable ladder, channel tray and

strut (metal framing).

Grounding/ Earthing Cable Trays The ground network consists of all metal parts of a building connected

together:

SFSP manufactures a wide range of products capable of providing the characteristics which respond to the

Cable trays are systems that distribute bundles of insulated electrical cables from power supplies to electrical

equipment, consisting
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