
National Standard Specifications and
Thickness of Cable Trays

Article Overview

Cable trays are standardized according to NEC, NEMA, CSA, UL, and IEC guidelines, with material

thickness varying by tray type, load class, and environmental conditions.

Standard Specifications

Codes and Standards:

o NEC (National Electrical Code) specifies cable tray capacities for cables rated up to 2000 volts, including

ladder, ventilated, and solid-bottom trays, ensuring proper cable spacing and ampacity compliance .

o NEMA VE 1 covers metal cable tray systems, including ladder, channel, wire mesh, and solid-bottom trays,

specifying manufacturing requirements, load/span classes, and installation guidelines .

o CSA C22.2 #126.1 harmonizes with NEMA VE 1 for Canadian installations .

o UL 568 applies to fiberglass (nonmetallic) cable trays, defining performance and safety requirements .

o IEC 61537 is the international standard for all-metal and nonmetallic cable trays, covering support,

accommodation of cables, and testing . Tray Types and Applications:

o Ladder trays: Designed for heavy cable loads, long spans, and maximum heat dissipation. Open rungs allow

air circulation and easy installation of large power cables .

o Perforated (trough) trays: Provide continuous bottom support with ventilation openings, suitable for medium

loads and controlled heat dissipation .

o Channel trays: Compact, narrow systems for small cable quantities, control wiring, or short runs .

o Wire mesh (basket) trays: Flexible, lightweight, ideal for data, telecom, and light power systems, with load

capacity governed by wire diameter and support spacing .

Material Thickness

General Guidelines:

o Material thickness directly affects load capacity, allowable span, and long-term durability .

o Steel trays may be pre-galvanized or hot-dip galvanized, with zinc coating thickness varying by process to

enhance corrosion resistance .

o Aluminum trays use alloys selected for strength, hardness, and corrosion resistance, typically with a thin

oxide layer for protection .

o Stainless steel trays (AISI 316L) include chromium and molybdenum for enhanced corrosion resistance,

especially in chlorinated or marine environments .

o Fiberglass trays are manufactured via pultrusion with polyester or vinyl ester resin, offering high

resistance-to-weight ratio and corrosion resistance . Typical Thickness Ranges by Tray Type:
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o Ladder trays: Side rail thickness often ranges from 1.5 mm to 3 mm depending on load class and span .

o Perforated trays: Bottom and sidewall thickness typically 1.2 mm to 2.5 mm, balancing support and

ventilation .

o Channel trays: Usually 1.0 mm to 2.0 mm for light-duty applications .

o Wire mesh trays: Wire diameter (thickness) generally 3 mm to 6 mm, depending on load and support

spacing . Selection Considerations:

o Choose thickness based on cable weight, span between supports, environmental conditions, and future

expansion .

o Wider trays are preferred for power or solar DC runs to reduce cable stacking and heat concentration .

o For mixed cable sizes, ladder trays may be divided into zones to maintain proper spacing and ampacity . By

adhering to these standards and selecting appropriate material thickness, cable tray installations can ensure

structural integrity, electrical safety, and compliance with national and international codes.

Tray-rated cables are required for cable tray installation, so using a channel cable tray system or wire mesh

system for exits may be

Per NEC 392, the national electrical code section for cable tray, all cable tray systems must be properly

BONDED, per section

The National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) VE 1 standard is the primary guideline for

specifying cable tray systems,

Explore the cable tray standards of 30 countries across five continents. Learn about the key

The document describes specifications for different types of cable trays, including outside returned flanged

cable trays in various

This standard specifies the requirements for nonmetallic cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the

Explore standard sizes by tray type, understand width and depth limits, and see how to calculate and choose

compliant

Many electrical systems employ cable trays. They route cables safely &amp; efficiently. NEC defines

minimum cable tray

This specification is intended for finalization of contract between BHEL PEM and Bidder for FRP Cable trays

&amp; Accessories.
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As an industry leader in cable tray, Eaton offers one of the widest ranges of cable management solutions

available in the market

The National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) also publishes three consensus standards that

apply to the proper

Complete cable tray sizing guide with standard size chart, NEC calculation methods, and real engineering

examples. Learn how to

Learn about cable tray width dimensions and specifications as per NEC standards. Understand types, sizes,

materials, and

Cable tray installed in a hazardous location must contain only those cables that are appropriate for this type of

environment as

standards &amp; specifications light &amp; medium duty cable tray sizes essories do not have a return edge.

Also light duty tray of widths

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

Web: https://kremgroup.co.za
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