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Article Overview

Optical cables are classified into several types based on structure, application, and installation environment,
with aerial optical cables being akey category for overhead deployment.

Overview of Optical Cable Types

Optical cables, also known as fiber optic cables, transmit data using light through thin strands of glass or
plastic fibers. They are classified based on core size, transmission mode, instalation environment, and
structural design. The main types include:

o Single-mode fiber (SMF): Features a small core for long-distance, high-bandwidth transmission, ideal for
telecommunications and long-haul networks .

o Multimode fiber (MMF): Has a larger core alowing multiple light paths, suitable for shorter distances like
LANs and data centers .

o Indoor vs. outdoor cables: Indoor cables are lightweight and flexible for building installations, while outdoor
cables are rugged, weatherproof, and designed for harsh environments.

0 Specialized cables: Include armored, direct-buried, duct, flat drop, and underwater cables, each tailored for
specific environmental and mechanical requirements .

Aerial Optical Cables

Aerial optical cables are designed for overhead installation, suspended on poles, towers, or other supporting
structures. They are widely used in urban, rural, mountainous, and cross-river areas due to their lower
construction costs, faster deployment, and adaptability to complex terrains.

Classification of Aerial Optical Cables

Aerial cables are primarily divided based on load-bearing structure and installation method:

o Catenary Aeria Fiber Cable:

0 Suspended on a separate steel messenger wire that bears the mechanical tension.

o The optical cableitself is attached to the messenger wire and does not carry significant weight.
0 Mostly used in small-scale or reconstruction projects .

o0 Self-Supporting Aerial Fiber Cable:

0 Integrates a tensile strength member within the cable, allowing direct mounting on poles or towers without
an external messenger wire.

o Simplifiesinstallation, improves reliability, and reduces project costs.
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0 Common types include:

0 ADSS (All-Dielectric Self-Supporting) Cable: Non-metallic, electrically insulated, suitable for high-voltage
environments, resistant to lightning and electromagnetic interference .

o Figure 8 Cable: Features a messenger wire and optical fibers in a figure-8 cross-section, providing high
tensile strength and durability .

0 OPGW (Optical Ground Wire): Combines grounding and optical transmission functions, often used in
power transmission networks .

Features and Applications

o Durability: Designed to withstand wind, ice, snow, UV radiation, and extreme temperatures .

0 Applications. Telecom backbones, enterprise networks, smart power systems, rura broadband, and
high-voltage transmission systems .

0 Advantages. Cost-effective, flexible deployment, and suitable for areas where underground cabling is
difficult or expensive.

Summary

Optical cables are diverse, with classifications based on mode, core size, environment, and installation
method. Aerial optical cables are a critical category for overhead deployment, offering self-supporting and

catenary options to meet different mechanical and environmental requirements, making them essential for
long-distance and outdoor communication networks .

Aerial fiber optic cable is typically used when installing outside the pole, designed to protect against natural
damage or man-made

Since aerial cables are exposed to harsh outdoor environments and extreme weather

This post provides a detailed introduction to aerial optical cables, their types, features, and several popular
Gcabling

Classification and structure of optical cable: Classified by application scenario:Optical cable can be divided
into Indoor plenum

This article introduces and discusses aerial fiber optic cable types, classifications, pre-and post-installation,
and installation using a

Aerial optical cables can be divided into two categories: self-supporting and Catenary. The choice of these two
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types

Individual company practices for placing aerial fiber optic cable should supersede any conflicting instructions
in this document when

Aerial fiber optic cables are available in a variety of designs to suit different types of overhead applications.
Thisarticle

Outdoor Fiber Optic Cables. Classification, Applications, and Technical Comparison Outdoor fiber optic
cablesare

Aerial fiber cables are mainly used for secondary trunk level and below. This article introduces agerial fiber
optic

These cables can be installed in short spans between aerial poles without a separate messenger upon which to
attach the optical

In today"s digital era, areliable fiber optic cable network forms the backbone of
Understanding the types is essential in deciding between a speedy, distant, and rugged

Aerial cables can be classified into two categories: Self-supported and Catenary. The choice between these
two types

Based on this, fiber optic cables are classified into two types: a. Glass Optical Fibers Made from silica, glass
optical fibersare

Fiber Optic Cable Types - Multimode and Single Mode Application Fiber Optic connectors
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