
Requirements for the Distance of
Landscape Distribution Boxes

Article Overview

Outdoor distribution boxes must be installed with proper clearances from vegetation, structures, and utilities,

typically following NEC and local utility guidelines to ensure safety and accessibility.

Placement and Clearance Guidelines

1. Distance from Vegetation and Landscaping: Distribution boxes should be installed away from trees, shrubs,

and other landscaping elements to prevent interference, physical damage, and moisture accumulation. Utility

guidelines recommend maintaining minimum clearance distances, often at least 10 feet from energized

conductors for safety, with additional spacing based on voltage levels ( ). This ensures that branches or roots

do not compromise the enclosure or wiring.

2. Distance from Structures: Boxes should be placed in accessible, dry areas with sufficient space for

maintenance. A typical installation height is around 1.5 meters (5 feet) above ground for easy access ( ).

Clearance from walls or fences should allow the door to open fully and provide safe working space for

electricians.

3. Distance from Other Utilities: When installing near buried or overhead utilities, maintain safe separation

distances. For overhead lines, general guidance is 20 feet minimum, with closer work requiring coordination

with the utility ( ). For buried utilities, call local locating services before digging to avoid accidental contact.

Box Specifications Affecting Placement

o Weatherproofing: Outdoor boxes must meet NEMA 3R or 4X ratings to resist rain, snow, and corrosion ( ).

Coastal or chemical-exposed areas may require higher ratings.

o Internal Space: Ensure adequate bending space for conductors and clearance for breakers per NEC 312.9 ( ).

o Accessibility: Boxes should be easily reachable for inspection and maintenance, avoiding obstructions from

landscaping or other structures ( ).

Safety and Compliance

o Follow NEC Article 312 for outdoor distribution boxes, including grounding, overcurrent protection, and

enclosure requirements ( ).

o Maintain ANSI Z-133 and OSHA 1910.269 clearances when working near energized lines ( ).

o Label boxes and circuits clearly, and schedule regular inspections to ensure long-term reliability ( ).

By adhering to these placement and clearance requirements, landscape distribution boxes remain safe,
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code-compliant, and accessible, minimizing risks from electrical hazards, vegetation interference, and

environmental exposure.

Rain Bird | A Global Irrigation Company

Maintain safe clearance distances between structures, landscaping projects and any utility facilities or

easements on or near your

Please note that this information is for guidance only (as per Streetworks UK), and the adopting network

owner may have specific

The bottom edge of the distribution box is usually between 1.5 meters and 1.8 meters above the ground, which

is

In flammable and explosive environments, explosion-proof distribution boxes should be selected and

explosion-proof

The distribution box has the characteristics of small size, simple installation, special technical performance,

fixed location, unique

Within Chapter 3 of the NEC is Article 300. This article is essentially a catchall for wiring methods not

covered in each

Claude is an AI assistant by Anthropic, designed to assist with creative tasks like drafting websites, graphics,

documents, and code

PUBLISHED BY SALT RIVER PROJECT POLICY, PROCEDURES &amp; STANDARDS THESE SRP

STANDARDS ARE SUBJECT TO

If they are combined in the same distribution box, power and lighting lines should be set separately. 7. The

wire inlets and outlets in

Yes, you can landscape around an electrical box. Generally speaking, the best practice is to have a minimum

three-foot clearance of

When planning your landscaping it''s important to select shrubs for around the padmounted transformer that

can be easily
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Learn what an outdoor electrical junction box is, NEC 314 requirements, types like pull boxes

A setback is the horizontal allowable distance that any building or structure, including balconies and

overhangs, must maintain from

16. The distribution box system drawings are shown in the attached drawings. The above is the technical

requirements of distribution

Installing landscape lighting is an easy DIY project, but it''s best to create a plan first This

Web: https://kremgroup.co.za
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