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Article Overview

Access layer switches are network devices that connect end-user devices to the LAN, providing the first point
of entry into the network while offering essential connectivity, security, and management features.

Role and Functionality

Access layer switches operate at the first layer of the hierarchical network model, connecting end devices such
as PCs, printers, Vol P phones, and wireless access points to the network . They primarily function at Layer 2,
forwarding traffic based on MAC addresses, though many modern models also support basic Layer 3
functions like static routing . These switches ensure that packets from end devices are delivered efficiently to
the distribution layer and ultimately to the core layer if needed .

Deployment Scenarios
Access switches are deployed wherever end devices require network connectivity, including:

o Enterprise offices: Connecting workstations, |P phones, printers, and wireless APs .

o0 Campus networks: Each building or floor typically hasits own access switches aggregating edge devices .

o Small businesses: May operate without separate distribution or core layers.

o Industrial sites and smart buildings: Ruggedized switches connect machines, sensors, 10T devices, and
surveillance systems.

Key Features
When selecting access layer switches, consider the following:

o Port Density: High port counts accommodate many end devices, reducing the number of switches required .
o Port Speed and Uplinks: Standard Gigabit Ethernet ports with 1G/10G uplinks prevent upstream bottlenecks

o Power over Ethernet (PoE): Supplies power to |P phones, wireless APs, and cameras without separate power
lines.

0 Security: Features like 802.1X authentication, VLAN tagging, DHCP snooping, and port security protect the
network at the edge .

0 Manageability: Options include Web GUI, CLI, or cloud-managed platforms for simplified control .

o Scalability and Reliability: Stackable switches allow future expansion, and ruggedized hardware ensures
stability in harsh environments.

Comparison with Other Switch Layers
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o Distribution switches aggregate traffic from multiple access switches and provide routing and policy
enforcement .

0 Core switches form the high-speed backbone of the network, handling large volumes of data between
distribution layers .

Summary

Access layer switches are critical for connecting end devices to the network, providing essentia services such
as connectivity, security, and POE. Their selection should be based on port requirements, speed, security,

manageability, and scalability, ensuring efficient and reliable network performance for both small and large
enterprise environments .

This article explains the three-layer model, which it can help you design, implement, and maintain a scalable,
reliable, and cost

What is the main function of an access layer? What does an access layer switch do? How to choose the right
network

Two-tier and three-tier switch architectures When structuring the logical architecture of an enterprise network,
decisive factors

The ability to group these departments with Layer 2 VLANS across multiple access switches could be a critical
Join us as we demystify the complexities of network architecture and shed light on the

Some access layer designs permit a larger number of access layer switches per aggregation module than
others. o

Compare Access, Distribution, and Core switches: understand their roles, features, and differences in
enterprise network hierarchy.

Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden, diese Seite |&#228;sst dies jedoch nicht zu.

If you want to understand where the access layer fitsin the full network hierarchy, start with our guide to Core
VS

What Kind of Access Layer Switch should Enterprise Get? Many factors must be considered when selecting
access
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Switchesin thislayer are called access switches. End devices connect to the LAN through

Switching Reference Architecture Guide Introduction Campus architectures Wired local area network basics
Secured LAN Reference

Modern enterprise networks face two conflicting pressures. the need for agility and the demand for stability.
Thethree

All Access layer switches connect to a pair of Distribution layer switches. In this scenario, each building is a
switch

rt for these additional access layer ports. The Cisco Catayst Compact Switch family supports a common
feature set with the

This article describes the Cisco three-layer hierarchical model which includes the Access, Distribution, and
Core layers.
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