
Troubleshooting the closing circuit of
relay protection K31 circuit breaker

Article Overview

To troubleshoot the closing circuit of a K31 circuit breaker, systematically inspect the relay, control wiring,

and breaker coil, testing each component for continuity, voltage, and mechanical operation.

Understanding the Closing Circuit

The closing circuit of a K31 breaker is part of the protection relay system that energizes the breaker's close

coil to close the contacts when commanded by the relay. Key components include:

o Protection relay output (close command)

o Trip/close coils on the breaker

o Control wiring and terminal connections

o Auxiliary relays such as anti-pumping relays or interlocks

o Fuses or circuit protection devices in the control loop 

Common Causes of Closing Circuit Failure

o Coil Issues: Burnt, open, or shorted close coils prevent the breaker from energizing .

o Relay Malfunction: Faulty relay contacts or output circuits may fail to send the close signal .

o Wiring Problems: Loose, corroded, or broken connections can interrupt the control path .

o Auxiliary Relay or Interlock Failure: Anti-pumping relays or mechanical interlocks may block the closing

operation .

o Power Supply Issues: Insufficient voltage or blown fuses in the control circuit can prevent coil energization .

Step-by-Step Troubleshooting Procedure

o Visual Inspection: Check for burn marks, corrosion, loose terminals, or damaged wiring. Note any signs of

overheating or mechanical wear .

o Verify Control Voltage: Measure voltage at the breaker close coil terminals to ensure the relay is sending the

correct signal .

o Test the Close Coil: Use a multimeter to check coil resistance and continuity. Compare with manufacturer

specifications to detect open or shorted coils .

o Check Relay Operation: Test the relay output using a relay test set or simulate a close command to verify

proper actuation .

o Inspect Auxiliary Relays and Interlocks: Ensure anti-pumping relays and mechanical interlocks are

functioning and not mechanically stuck .

o Check Fuses and Circuit Protection: Replace any blown fuses or reset circuit breakers in the control path .

o Functional Test: After repairs, perform a controlled close operation to confirm the breaker responds

correctly to the relay command .
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Best Practices

o Always de-energize the circuit before performing physical inspections.

o Maintain schematics and relay manuals for reference during troubleshooting .

o Document all findings and corrective actions for future maintenance.

o Consider periodic testing of the closing circuit as part of preventive maintenance to avoid unexpected

failures . By following this systematic approach, you can identify and correct issues in the K31 breaker closing

circuit, ensuring reliable operation and proper integration with the relay protection system.

Understand the o peration of the auxiliary switch "a" and "b" contacts. Understand the function of the

protective relays and how they

A very common problem in EHV Substations, Circuit Breaker not closing Electrically. The Troubleshooting

steps are

The document provides instructions for using the K31 hardware for protection relay testing. It describes the

front and rear panel

Outputs contacts may be connected in the closing circuit of the breaker allowing local or remote closing

operations through the relay.

How to Troubleshoot Mechanical Relays In this article, we will discuss the main causes of

Whether you''re an electrical engineer, a technician, or a facility manager, understanding how to conduct relay

protection testing and

Relay protection systems are the unsung heroes of electrical networks. They safeguard equipment, prevent

outages, and ensure the

In this video, the basic operation of the trip circuit of a circuit breaker is explained with

Troubleshooting relay circuits requires a systematic approach and a good understanding of their working

principles. Understanding

This normal protective function can trigger nuisance alarms if close circuit supervision reacts before the

anti-pump relay
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A Breaker has a Closing Coil &amp; A Tripping Coil. Now if a Closing Coil is Faulty, we can Close it

Mechanically also. But

Methods to protect a power system from faults that are not cleared because of failure of a power circuit

breaker to

Key learnings: Circuit Breaker Definition: A circuit breaker is defined as a device that opens and closes

electrical

Methods to protect a power system from faults that are not cleared because of failure of a power circuit

breaker to operate or

Here the sensitive contacts are arranged to trip the circuit breaker and simultaneously to energise the

The close and trip, indication and alarm circuits for variety of circuit breakers indicating ferrule numbers are

also

Web: https://kremgroup.co.za
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