
What is an 8-port access switch 

Article Overview

An 8-port access switch is a compact networking device that connects up to eight wired devices, available in

unmanaged, managed, and PoE variants for home, office, or small business networks.

Key Features

Ports and Speed: Most 8-port switches offer Gigabit Ethernet (1 Gbps), with some multi-gigabit models

supporting 2.5G or 10G for high-bandwidth applications like 4K streaming, NAS access, or gaming .

Managed vs Unmanaged:

o Unmanaged switches are plug-and-play, ideal for simple setups without configuration. They provide reliable

connectivity for PCs, printers, and smart devices .

o Managed switches allow network control, including VLANs, QoS, IGMP snooping, and port mirroring,

suitable for small businesses or advanced home networks . PoE (Power over Ethernet): Some 8-port switches

include PoE or PoE+ ports, delivering power to devices like IP cameras, VoIP phones, and access points

without separate power adapters. Power budgets vary, e.g., 62W or 120W total across ports . Design and

Installation: Most switches are fanless and compact, supporting desktop, wall, or rack mounting. Metal or

plastic enclosures are common, with energy-efficient designs compliant with IEEE 802.3az standards .

Reliability and Warranty: Many models offer limited lifetime warranties and technical support, ensuring

long-term reliability .

Popular Use Cases

o Home networks: Connect PCs, smart TVs, gaming consoles, and Wi-Fi access points to reduce Wi-Fi

congestion .

o Small offices: Support VoIP phones, printers, and IP cameras with optional PoE for simplified cabling .

o Temporary setups: Ideal for events or pop-ups due to compact size and plug-and-play functionality .

Recommended Models

o TP-Link TL-SG108 / TL-SG108E / TL-SG108PE: Offers unmanaged, easy smart managed, and PoE+

options with fanless metal design and VLAN/QoS support .

o NETGEAR GS108 / GS308E / GS308EP: Reliable unmanaged and smart managed switches with PoE+

support, silent operation, and desktop/wall-mount flexibility .

o Ubiquiti US-8 / US-8-60W: Managed Layer 2 PoE switch with UniFi Controller integration, ideal for

advanced home or small business networks .

o Juniper EX4000-8P: Compact fanless switch with 8 PoE+ ports, 10G SFP+ uplinks, and cloud-managed AI

features for branch offices .
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Choosing the Right 8-Port Switch

o Determine your needs: Unmanaged for simple setups, managed for advanced control, PoE if powering

devices.

o Check speed requirements: Gigabit is sufficient for most home/office use; multi-gig or 10G for

high-performance setups.

o Consider installation: Desktop, wall, or rack-mount options depending on space.

o Future-proofing: Look for energy efficiency, fanless design, and warranty support for long-term reliability.

An 8-port access switch is a versatile, cost-effective solution to expand wired network capacity, improve

stability, and support high-speed connectivity for multiple devices in home or small business environments .

An 8-port Gigabit switch is a multi-device networking equipment that connects more than one

The TL-SG1016PE is a 16-Port Gigabit Desktop/Rack mountable Switch with 8 ports supporting the PoE+

standard. It provides a

As the flagship 10G product, TL-SX1008 is an 8-port 10G desktop/rackmount switch, providing up to 160

An 8-port gigabit network switch is a device that allows multiple devices to connect and

Access and trunk ports If you intend to use VLANs in your network, you will need to configure some ports on

a switch as access

The access switch is the network switch that connects the access layer with the subnets. The subnets are

integrated with access

Explore the role of access switches in your LAN setup. Understand their key components, functions in the

access layer,

Learn what an access switch is, how it works at the network edge, why PoE and port density matter, and how

Wi-Fi 7

In this article, we are going to look at everything there is to know regarding the 8-port gigabit

What is a switch port? A switch port is a physical switch that evolves with the network and the type of

transmission

Curious about what an 8 Port PoE Switch is and how it works? GZCOM explains the definition, benefits,

applications,
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Core Switch vs. Distribution Switch vs. Access Switch: Understand Their Roles in Ethernet Networks

Ethernet networks are growing

An access port connects virtual machines to a switch or VLAN, transmitting data within a single VLAN.

While it avoids

Like the Ethernet hubs that came before them, one of the best network switches can add

Access ports are used to connect end devices, such as PCs, printers, and servers, to the switch. These ports are

Meraki''s MS switches allow for the configuration of a single port to thousands of ports through our

industry-first Virtual

Web: https://kremgroup.co.za
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