
What type of optical fiber cable should be
used for direct-buried cables 

Article Overview

For direct-buried optical fiber installations, armored, gel-free or gel-filled loose-tube cables with a

polyethylene (PE) outer jacket are typically used, often with water-blocking and mechanical protection

features.

Recommended Cable Constructions

Loose-tube, gel-filled or gel-free water-blocked cables are the most common for direct-buried applications.

These cables contain optical fibers inside buffer tubes filled with gel or water-blocking materials to prevent

moisture migration along the cable length, protecting fibers from water damage and microbending stresses .

Modern gel-free designs use superabsorbent tapes or powders, which are easier to handle and repair in the

field .

Armored cables provide additional mechanical protection. Two common types are:

o Corrugated steel tape (CST) armor: Offers good crush resistance and rodent protection.

o Interlocked steel wire armor (SWA): Provides superior penetration resistance, suitable for rocky soils or

high-traffic areas . Armoring is placed between the cable core and the outer polyethylene jacket, which is rated

for direct soil contact and UV exposure .

Tight-buffered or breakout-style cables are used when individual fibers need easy termination near buildings,

though they are less common for long, unprotected runs .

Fiber Types and Standards

Single-mode fibers are typically used for long-distance or backbone networks, conforming to ITU-T standards

such as G.652, G.653, G.654, G.655, G.656, and G.657 . Ribbon cables are also available for high fiber

counts, enabling mass-fusion splicing and faster installation .

Installation Considerations

o Trench depth: Minimum cover is often 30 inches (?77 cm), with greater depth at road crossings or in

freezing soils .

o Bedding and backfill: Use 2-4 inches of sand or screened soil under and over the cable to cushion against

rocks .

o Warning tape and tracer wire: Install above the cable to prevent accidental excavation damage .

o Conduit at critical points: Short sections of rigid conduit or handholes at road crossings and building
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entrances can protect the cable and facilitate future access .

Summary

For reliable direct-buried optical fiber installations, choose a loose-tube, water-blocked or gel-filled cable with

a durable PE jacket, and consider armored construction for mechanical protection. Ensure compliance with

ITU-T and IEC standards, proper trenching, bedding, and warning systems to maximize cable longevity and

minimize maintenance risks .

Choose the best outdoor fiber cable for each installation environment. From aerial self-supporting ADSS

cables to

Ribbon cables offer higher fiber counts and greater fiber density than any other cable construction

Compare the four main outdoor fiber optic cable types: ADSS, direct-burial armored, armored indoor/outdoor

patch, and OPGW.

Wondering how deep is fiber optic cable buried? We explain the NEC requirements (usually 24-30 inches)

The most commonly-deployed outdoor cable design, with fiber counts from 12 to 288 fibers. These cables

Topic: Fiber Optic Cable Table of Contents: The FOA Reference Guide To Fiber Optics Fiber Optic Cable

Gel-filled loose tube construction is the most common design for direct-burial fiber. Each buffer tube

containing multiple

Explore the world of underground fiber optic cable in this comprehensive guide. From installation techniques

and benefits to career

All Fiber Optic Cable reels should be stored upright Laying the reel on its side may cause damage to the reel

flange and/or cause the

Underground fiber optic cable is designed for direct burial or conduit installation and is widely used in FTTH

networks, backbone

1.0 GENERAL 1.01 This best practices procedure provides general information for the installation of fiber

optic cables in direct buried
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Explore best practices for installing indoor and outdoor fiber optic cables, including conduit, direct burial,

riser, and

Confidently choose between direct burial, duct, trough and micro-duct for your underground fiber project.

This practical

General Guidelines For Installing Fiber Optic Cable Fiber optic cable may be installed indoors or outdoors

using several different

Recommended technical requirements are detailed by reference to IEC 60794-3-11 on outdoor optical fibre

cables for

Individual company practices for placing fiber optic cable should supersede any conflicting instructions in this

document when they
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