
Where to close the indoor electrical
distribution box 

Article Overview

An indoor electrical distribution box should be installed in a dry, accessible area with proper clearance,

typically in a basement, garage, utility room, or other code-compliant location.

Recommended Locations

Indoor distribution boxes are commonly placed in basements, garages, utility rooms, or dedicated closets that

are dry and well-ventilated . Avoid bathrooms, powder rooms, clothes closets, or any area where space is

insufficient for safe access . The box should be near the main service entrance to minimize long internal

wiring runs and comply with NEC guidelines .

Clearance and Accessibility

o Front workspace: At least 36 inches deep and 30 inches wide from the center of the box .

o Height: The center of the highest breaker should not exceed 6 feet 7 inches, and the box is typically installed

around 4 feet off the ground for easy access .

o Door operation: The panel door must open at least 90 degrees .

o Ceiling height: Minimum 78 inches from the floor to the ceiling above the panel . Ensure the area in front of

the box is free of obstructions, including pipes, rods, or furniture, to allow safe maintenance and emergency

access .

Environmental Considerations

o Install the box in a dry, ventilated area to prevent moisture damage .

o Avoid locations with high humidity or direct exposure to water.

o Ensure the box is easily visible and accessible for electricians or maintenance personnel .

Additional Tips

o Use a box with appropriate IP or NEMA rating for indoor use, typically IP20 or NEMA 1 for residential

settings .

o Label all circuits clearly and maintain neat wiring inside the box for safety and future inspections .

o Keep the box close to the main electrical source to reduce wiring complexity and improve safety . By

following these guidelines, your indoor electrical distribution box will be safe, accessible, and compliant with

NEC and local building codes.
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Learn where distribution boxes are typically located in homes and get step-by-step

Distribution box and switch box shall be made of iron plate or high-quality insulating material, and the

thickness of iron plate shall be

Indoor distribution boxes are compact and accessible, suitable for controlled environments such as homes and

offices

This guide is intended to protect the mutual interest of our electric customer and Con Edison. Close attention

and adherence to our

An electrical distribution box is a centralized unit responsible for distributing electrical power across multiple

circuits within various

Understanding Cable Distribution Boxes A cable distribution box is an electrical device used to collect,

distribute, and

Once all the cable sheathing has been stripped, you can loosely group like-wire groups--grounds, neutrals, and

hots--in advance of

The distribution box is the central hub of the home circuit and the general control of our daily power

consumption. It is an

A Step-by-Step Guide to Wiring an Electrical Panel Box An electrical panel box, also known as a breaker

With replaceable receptacles, distribution boxes are versatile. You can customize them to match your

electrical

Learn how to choose a distribution box and understand its internal structure, including MCBs, busbars, neutral

bars,

The distribution box, often referred to as a breaker box, fuse box, or electrical panel, is a critical component of

any electrical system.

In addition, the location should be close to the main electrical power source so that the box can easily be

connected to it. When

Discover the 4 main types of electrical boxes, their applications, and how to select the right material (PVC vs.

Metal),
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Circuit breaker boxes may not be installed in bathrooms, powder rooms, clothes closets or in

Circuit breaker boxes may not be installed in bathrooms, powder rooms, clothes closets or in any room where

there is
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